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Rusenu language 


Rusenu is a virtually extinct Papuan language discovered in 2007. It 
was spoken in the east of what is now East Timor. 

Rusenu was discovered accidentally by the Dutch-Timorese linguist 
Aone van Engelenhoven, who was studying a language called 
Makuva, thought since the 1950s to be extinct/ 1 ]. Just as he was 
about to leave for the Netherlands, he was informed about the 
existence of a language called Rusenu. There was said to be only 
one elderly woman "who had some knowledge of it."^ He gave his 
tape recorder to his informant, who subsequently interrogated the 
women and her son. She remembered a nursery rhyme, which she 
was unable to interpret (as was her entire tribe). Her son could count 
to ten in the language. After Van Engelenhoven analysed and 
transcribed the recording, he concluded that Rusenu, "albeit 
remotely related to Fataluku, is a separate language."^ The speakers 
of Rusenu were also claimed to have been responsible for the several 
thousand years old rock drawings on East Timor/ 1 ] in the lie Kere 
Kere caves/ 3 ] 


Van Engelenhoven reports this discovery triggered rumors about 
other languages that have survived to date as cants, and hopes to 
Timorese languages in the near future/ 2 ] 
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Rusenu 

Region 

eastern East Timor 

Extinct 

Unknown, likely 20th 
century 

Language 

family 

Trans-New Guinea ? 

■ West Bomberai ? 

■ Timor-Alor- 
Pantar 

■ Eastern Timor 

- Fataluku ? 

- Rusenu 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

None (mis) 

Glottolog 

None 


discover some more unknown East 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rusenu_language&oldid=958504475" 


This page was last edited on 24 May 2020, at 05:10 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 






























